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1. Use Myst...

Explore the landscag pes.: R
* What can you see / hez '
* G1ve running comm
explore.

e
S e,
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%t * Who hese char ters? What kind of people
= are they oo

* What hopes and secrets might they have?

-..

— N

Watch the Youtube video to see Tim
Rylands exploring Myst with a class.

For further information, visit:
www.mrwarner.com/?s=myst
www.timrylands.com
www.kented.org.uk/myst



http://www.mrwarner.com/?s=myst
http://www.timrylands.com
http://www.kented.org.uk/myst
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5xFMmK5Ujs

2. Make vour own Su erhero!

'n': COURAGEDUS

e ion of your hero:
L] \[| l] 0 TER

"ff;_-f,_ vers do they have?
ures do they have?
Jr-ego like?

Thanks to
(@porchester and
(@mbarrow for
inspiring this idea.

Make your own hero here!


http://www.cpbintegrated.com/theherofactory/
http://www.twitter.com/porchester
http://www.twitter.com/mbarrow

3. Use online images...

~ Find mterest

.||‘ IJ b il

d 1mag¢ ¥:

www.flickr.com

CrookedBrains

www.crookedbrains.net

wwwfhckr £ : P e P L R e
com/ hotos/28574571 N00/205700574


http://www.flickr.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/35237098471@N01/269459071
http://www.flickr.com/photos/19069098@N00/2477655692
http://www.crookedbrains.net
http://www.flickr.com/photos/36521968006@N01/183927
http://www.flickr.com/photos/28574571@N00/205700574
http://www.flickr.com/photos/28574571@N00/205700574

4. The Piano

* Identify the different characters.

* Who are they? How are they connected?

* Describe their emotions at different points in the film.

* Think of words / phrases to describe their expressions / emotions.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr64NI33qUo

S. Build vour wild self

www.buildyourwildself.com

* Make your own 'wild self' and think of vocabulary / similes /
metaphors to describe the creation.

* Think about the special abilities your character might have.

* Share 1deas about the different adventures they may have.


http://www.buildyourwildself.com

Thanks to Joy Simpson for
suggesting this idea.

6. Listen to muS1c...

* Find appropriate mu
them what it is, e Wi

* This page has s d be used!
* Explore the e

v st listening.
* Make a storyb jji,.w ing, if that
music were to be use Al

b class but don't tell

-_
iy



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4jmY-0hwV_w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msimASAXoys
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjQWBzGRCKU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azLlyiali8w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu5NQd7wYyc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlXLeRSdmw8

7. Explore words with Wordle

* Copy the text of a story / poem into Wordle.net. This could be a

text you're studying, or a copy of a child's work.

* Look at the results to analyse the vocabulary used.

* Try using these words as inspiration for a new text, or for
editing and improving the original one.

More Wordle Ideas:

Clever Sheep's Blog

ICT Inspirations blog

The above Wordle shows text from
"The Highwayman' by Alfred Noyes.


http://Wordle.net
http://thecleversheep.blogspot.com/2008/10/top-20-uses-for-wordle.html
http://twowhizzy.blogspot.com/2008/11/cleversheeps-top-20-ideas-for-using.html#uds-search-results

8. Travel the world!

* Use sites like Panoramas.dk, 360cities.net or Gigapan.org to
explore different places around the world.

* Use the tools to pan around and zoom 1n / out.

* Zoom 1n on one particular spot. Use it as a starting point for
discussion / writing as you then explore around that place and try
to work out Where you are, and what 1s gomg on.
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http://www.panoramas.dk/
http://www.360cities.net
http://www.gigapan.org

9. Make vour own telescopic text!

* Use the Telescopic Text site to see how basic sentences can be
expanded by adding extra detail / adjectives / adverbs etc.

* Give children a basic sentence (€.g. I walked home). Can your
pupils expand 1t and add extra detail?

* Get them to challenge each other... one person writes a basic
starting sentence and others have to expand it.

* You can create your own customised version of
I made tea. :
o Telescopic Text at basseq.com.

I ade a nice cup of tea.

Yawning, I walked into the kitchen and made a nice cup of tea.

Yawning, I walked bleary eyed into the kitchen and filled the kettle. I
got some biscuits. I took the milk out of the fridge and poured some
into a mug. The kettle began grumbling fiercely so I poured water on to
a teabag and watched it brew. I put the teabag in the bin. I picked up
my mug and left the kitchen with a nice, hot cup of strong tea.


http://www.telescopictext.com/
http://basseq.com/fun/telescopictext/

10. Instructional Videos

* Use a video camera to record something being made
(e.g. origami, a sandwich).
* Ask children to follow the video (without sound), pausing /

rewinding as appropriate, and copy what 1s happening.
* Can the pupils create written istructions / a voiceover for the

video to describe the action?
* If possible, could your pupils plan and record an instructional

video themselves?
£, Useftul instruction sites include:

Instructables

Videojug

(be aware that some instructions on these
sites are not appropriate for children!)


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNvQL_VlCRg
http://www.instructables.com
http://www.videojug.com

3 E Thanks to Joy Simpson for
11. Film reviews... = sugeesingthisidea

- A L >
<Adla
i 1

* Select an appropr
trailer... sites hke
Apple or Enghsh o e VRS
lots of them. -*_.:,- P e
* Watch the trailer :
the plot, setting, ch rrac
* Explore the chlldren s el 5
opinions of the film, based | | la® s =
upon the viewing of the trailer. |
What are the good bits? What
might be boring parts of the
film?
* Write a film review... could
you record your own TV-style
film review show?



http://www.youtube.com
http://www.apple.com/trailers/
http://www.english-trailers.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5e16U8UsT4I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqzYukVDqy4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDWPsoKQoOs

12. Start a debate...

* Visit Number 10 Petitions to see the online petitions that people have
posted. Some may be inappropriate for pupils, so find one that may be
useful. Are there any petitions that address local 1ssues?

* Look at the details of the chosen petition... how strong 1s public
opinion? How many people have signed the petition?

* Make a list of 'For' and 'Against' arguments.

* Hold a class debate to discuss the 1ssue.

* Can the children think of an i1ssue that could be raised in a petition?

* Write a persuasive letter to the prime minister to discuss the issue.

17
September 502613
2008

Allow the Red Arrows to Fly at the 2012 Mark
Olympics (with responses) Standley

scrap speed cameras (with response) Paul Smith

24

Build Bike Dirt Jumps in Warrington Chris Taylor November 1
2007



http://petitions.number10.gov.uk

13. Use digital cameras to storvboard

* Ask your children to take a series of photos with digital cameras.
* These might show a short sequence of events, the actions of a
character / person, or something that 1s taking place at school.

* Use the photos as the 'plan' for a written story.

* The photos could be imported 1nt0 'Photo Story' or '2CreateaStory’
with text and audio added to make a multimedia story.

These images come
from Crooked Brains.

suggestmg this idea.


http://www.crookedbrains.net/2008/02/handling-heavy-machinery.html
http://www.twitter.com/mattlovegrove

14. Whiz up a title! .

* Use the Thriller Whiz tool to generate a

new title for a story.
* Think about the characters / settings / plot

which might appear in that story.
* Can you write the story with your Thriller

Whiz title?

HNEANNCENRRE
INEANNCENRAE

B8 Dwarf Engineer| Sword |Murder



http://www.teachit.co.uk/custom_content/wordwhiz/thrillertitles.html

15. Poems with imagerv and images!

* Write poetry using lots of
figurative language.

* Search Flickrstorm to find
images that match with the
themes 1n your poem.

* Use words from your poem
at Spell with Flickr to create
pictures where each letter 1s an
1mage...

(I EE

* Then produce a Powerpoint / Photostory where you combine the
images you have collected, and your poem using text / audio
recordings.

Thanks to @twowhizzy for suggesting this idea.



http://www.zoo-m.com/flickr-storm/
http://metaatem.net/words/
http://www.twitter.com/twowhizzy

16. Bring photos to life

* Use Crazytalk to add speech to a photo of a person / character.

* Choose a character from a story you are reading... use Crazytalk to
bring them to life, describing how they are feeling at a particular part
in their story... (e.g. Humpty Dumpty after falling off of the wall).

* Retell a story from a character's point of view (e.g. the Gingerbread
man)

* Take a photo of an everyday object (e.g. Lego character, church
gargoyle), and think about what they might want to say.

If you don't have the
Crazytalk software, you could
use the Voki or Blabberize
sites.

Thanks to (@mbarrow for

suggesting this idea. Here's an example of what

Crazytalk can do...



http://www.reallusion.com/crazytalk/
http://www.twitter.com/mbarrow
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0zR4aoUU7M
http://www.voki.com
http://www.blabberize.com

17. Presenting the Weather | =

* Watch some examples of weather forecasts = s,
on Youtube. A ®

* Find up-to-date weather data at the BBC or

Wunderground sites. UK weather forecast =
* Write a script for a TV-style weather report, e
using this information, and in a similar style to - -
the forecasts viewed earlier. ® . ®in
> o K
ot and sunay in wouth, .*‘:, e '* -

cenoder with min in poril

* Stand the 'presenter’ in front of a whiteboard,

and project maps of the relevant locations ONt0 e mmmmmm———
it. Good evening, and

* Paste the script into Cueprompter and record ;:‘i':c‘::te E;Zi‘:zzther

the weather forecast! been quite a chilly day,

with a few gentle

hraasae arniind tha


http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://www.wunderground.com/
http://www.cueprompter.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nHj2qcJSEyI

18. Pick a settln

* Choose a location for
writing. It might be ¢
digital photos might t
writing.
* Choose an emotio

* Explore how that ple

54
Rl 1
r'

This library was the one that most cool school kids flee from. There were horribly dusty shelves. When people
sneezed, dust exploded into people’s faces. Everything was old, especially the librarian. She was wrinkled like a
tortoise and had warts like a witch. Her hair was as white as mist. Specks of dandruff fell from her hair and
mingled with the dust. The books on the shelves looked like they came from the Roman Empire because if you
touched the pages they disintegrated at the edges. They were also just for adults. The writing was microscopic
and seemed to be in ancient gibberish. It looked as if the books hadn’t been checked out for ages because no-one
could understand them. The only sound was the silence pulsing through the bookshelves. Strangely, everywhere
there was a carpet of torn pages lying everywhere, like wounded people in a hospital during a war. There were
spider webs on the pages on the floor. Some of the pages looked as if they had been eaten by termites and vomited
back out. The library looked like a gigantic toilet for mice.

Idea and example contributed by Leigh Newton and class PSN.




19. Make a Museum Box...

* If you could put a number of items into a box that described your
life, what would you include?

* The Museum Box lets you make virtual boxes, in which you can
store images, video and sound clips related to your own life, or the
life of people from the past.

* Try making a museum Layer 1 Gubs 1. GubeTitle- Vincent Van Gogh
box for someone and then
write about the 1tems
included and why they
were picked.

* Write from the point of
view of a famous historical

Y 5,
e
8

character, who 1s Gaption |

explaining the contents of
their own box.


http://museumbox.e2bn.org/

20. Random Storyv Starters...

* Use the Scholastic Story Starter machine to create a random
beginning for a story.
* Use the buttons to change individual parts of the story starter, or

pull the spin lever to change everything!
* If you're not happy with the one you're given, just spin again!



http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/storystarters/storystarter1.htm

21. Animoto

Use Animoto to create a slideshow of images that graphically
represent the topic and then they use that to move to writing.
Students take the pictures, upload, and choose music that relates
to the mood of the 1images/topic.
Can be related to a variety of topics:

Landscapes/cityscapes

A character 1n novel

A setting 1n a novel

The plot of a novel
Can write about their own slideshows or share with others or do
both and compare the end literary results.

the end of slideshows

posted by Heidi Van Riper
@hlvanrip on Twitter


http://www.animoto.com

22. Kridge Magnet Poetry

Use the Fridge Magnet Poetry tool to generate a poem using the

given selection of words.
Ideas and resources for teachers can be found here.

K g G 1
i e L, T

Thanks to Danny Nicholson who suggested this idea.



http://www.magpo.com/kidspoetry/playonline.cfm
http://www.magpo.com/educat.html
http://twitter.com/dannynic

23. Add Poetry to Pictures

Have you seen Piclits?

Put the right words in the right place and the right order to
capture the essence, story, and meaning of the picture.
Use the words
provided, or
add your own
to make the
perfect poem
or description.

r -1
LP ICLI'I‘S_‘ Inspired Picture Writing

Thanks to
Joy Simpson
who suggested
this idea.



http://www.piclits.com
http://twitter.com/joysimpson

24. The Story of a Line

Produce a line graph... showing the height of a hot air balloon,
the amount of water in a bathtub or something similar!

Ask the pupils to write the story of the line graph, describing
what happens at each stage in the graph and why.

You could also
provide a blank line
graph (with no
labels) and ask them
to explain what 1t

Q might show.

Great for data
handling work, and 1t
might also link with

10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00 16:00 : your SCiCnCC tOpiCS.
O Height (m)

The Journey of a Hot Air Balloon

a— A
-l :




25. Write a Fuzzmail!

e Fuzzmail lets you send emails,
which are displayed as they were [mwm—w:
typed... showing any additions / |[Recslasses

fuzzmail

- Hi Mark
Cha‘nges tha’t Were made durlng E‘:Ergoiidabéei;;é ’Ezeizitzoz;xts and show how they can be
% expanded and improved
the Creatlon Of the messa’ge' A teacher could prepare the animation of the changes
0 3 - made to a text
1) set of instructions and showing th hanges mad s
e This can be used easily in the ) » st of ingtrustions and shouing the chenges asde s
> 2)it uld b m, showing the changes in vocabulary

classroom - just set up a 2)it could be a poen, showing v

Fuzzmail animation to show how BESsEes
a text might be expanded /
improved. Then share and
discuss these changes with your
class.

e Thanks to Tim Rylands for
suggesting this idea.



http://www.fuzzmail.org/
http://www.timrylands.com

260. Underwater Adventures

e Explore an underwz
e This could be usex
writing, or a stor
e Or follow one o
to describe its a

e P \pervision site.

e descriptive

) L
> I
"

are vocabulary

-
e

1. .y
vl L



http://www.papervision3d.org

27. Augsmented Realit

e Try the GE Smart Grid 'Au mented Reahty
site to demonstrate ho va car
'unfold' in front of y g

e Make your own aug

simple black and w
Show the new marke o

the pupils and imagine
what might unfold from
the paper... an amazing
landscape? an unusual
character? an incredible
object?

Use one of those 1deas as
the starting point for
written / descriptive

work.



http://ge.ecomagination.com/smartgrid/#/augmented_reality

28. Write collaboratively...

Etherpad 1s an amazing site which lets up to 8 people type on the
same document at the same time.
It could be used in many ways in the classroom:

Improving a given selection of sentences.

Collecting 1deas / useful vocabulary.

Writing a text collaboratively.
Look at the 'Using Etherpad in the classroom' presentation for
more 1deas. e T ——

S0 PeTEcAALYe Zettenm

i) ap chopping downm 1he realalorests .
8 ANl 0 A M ie.

A5 A AL L8 FeRl
o8  AZe tO excpencive Lo
S. Enploy soae pecple for Joue.
Tibwery body shode play nlee
SERaLe Ehmagayr pATRing A Liwes
L3 SR00SEAGe ShOpeTs 1O AMp
Foen send L0 Mop ot ing down rals focest
Lisace Pk for school 80 Lte mare fit.

Ling G ahigs Arowsd Meitbae

LIte dalp mcoe pecple with cascer
L)iopocpie aze cviting down Lrees


http://www.etherpad.com
http://www.ideastoinspire.co.uk/etherpad.htm

L]

29. Video Story Starts...

Teachers.tv have a co
be used as a sta
Seven Stor
Nine More

ts' videos which can

o E
N o
-'-'n -

Thanks to the Kent ICT blog for

bringing these to my attention.


http://www.teachers.tv
http://www.teachers.tv/video/13826
http://www.teachers.tv/video/23316
http://clusterweb.org.uk/CS/community/kent_teachers/archive/2009/03/03/video-lesson-starts-teachers-tv.aspx

30. Read Write Think

Read Write Think has a huge range of interactive Literacy
resources. 6

[PRINT|
O AT e i e o e (RO

Are you ready to write your own
shape poem? Click on one of the
Front Cover y themes below and then select a
shape to get started.

be about the topic word and each line
should begin with a letter from the word.

D = LA Nature School
: Drag the word in blue to the correct word family column.
Ffieﬂds Word 7028 |
Sports Celebrations

PRI = CHOOSE A
2 F’T\:mw:‘ﬁm? < DIFFERENT VOWEL ——

Thanks to Paula Naugle for
e, 122 i think suggesting these resources.



http://www.readwritethink.org/student_mat/index.asp
http://twitter.com/plnaugle

31. Make a Mediascape

From the Create-A-Scape site...

"A mediascape 1s composed of sounds, 1images and video placed
outside 1n your local area... To create a mediascape, you start
with a digital map of your local area. Using special, free
software, you can attach digital sounds, pictures and video to
places that you choose on the map (see below)...

Suggested by
Aidan McCanny



http://www.createascape.org.uk
http://twitter.com/ballyvally

32. Write Postcards...

I have used postcards (picked up in bulk at the local gym) as a
stimuli for writing. You could agree on the subject, 1.e. chocolate
(what the main 1dea might be on the postcard) or just describe
what you see / what you think 1s happening. I find this 1s
particularly good for building up stamina in Y5/6, especially
when given a maximum time to write 1.e. 5 mins. etc.

To send postcards to people arognd the v 2 0o

Suggested by
David Hodgson


http://www.postcrossing.com/

33. Larger than Life...

T

11s blog has some amazing 1mages of 'larger than life' objects...

Write the story of these Obj ec Sx- -..QW did they get there? What

are they for? How might other people react to them?
What would happen if 04 ot tl ects appeared on your

school grounds / in your h eV



http://www.toxel.com/inspiration/2009/07/01/17-larger-than-life-giant-objects/

This presentation is the result of the collaboration of some fantastic
teachers from all around the world.
Thanks to everyone who has contributed.

Do vou have an 'Amazing Idea'
of vour own that could be added?

Send an email to mark@teachingideas.com

Idanein .
— — or contact me on lwitter.
TneniFn.
IS L I can add your 1dea, or give you
www.ideastoinspire.co.uk access to add it yourself. H
©

o (@
Teac,h?ng..,“ Thank you! \?
Idevks.l_;ﬂi
/ Mark Warner \/
www.teachingideas.co.uk
N



http://www.teachingideas.co.uk
mailto:mark@teachingideas.com
http://www.twitter.com/markw29
http://www.ideastoinspire.co.uk

